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T

he Earth Charter has been inspirational in China as a framework and

tool for people striving for a sustainable
future. A major example is the
experience of working on the national
programme “Education for Sustainability.” World Wide Fund for Nature
China Programme Office began its
Environmental Educators’ Initiative (EEI)
in 1996 as a joint initiative with the State
Ministry of Education supported by the
British Petroleum Company. The goal
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of EEI is to incorporate education for
sustainability in the curricula of China’s
primary and secondary schools. The
program has created a national network
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first, seemed quite different from, and
almost irreconcilable with, the stated
goals of Education for Sustainability –
to empower students to become
informed and active citizens of an
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ecologically sustainable, socially just,
and democratic society. The traditional
content of the curriculum focused on
scientific knowledge and the mastery of
facts about the environment, whereas
the focus of environmental sustainability
was to help students to obtain a more
holistic view of their world, including
social, economic, and political understanding in addition to knowledge of the
physical and natural world. Instead of
the traditional approach of students
being passive recipients of instruction,
the reformers planned for the guidelines
to promote a new way of learning that
was inquiry-based, student-centered,
interactive, relevant to the lives of the
students, and linked to their cultural
traditions. Given the ambitious goals
for reform, the challenges were understandable, making development of
the Guidelines a long and difficult
process.
In the end, the partners reached
agreement on the Guidelines through a
process of compromise and consensusbuilding. For the first time, China has
guidelines for national environmental
education that are actually being implemented across the country, benefiting
two hundred million students. It is also
the first time that a non governmental
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