Mohamed Sahnoun, Algeria. A thematic essay which speaks to Principle 16 on using
the Earth Charter to resolve the root causes of violent conflict in Africa

Degradation of the Environment as the Cause
of Violent Conflict
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Principle 16. Promote a culture of tolerance, nonviolence and peace.

development. It calls us to “implement comprehensive straten Somalia there is a young boy. When he goes to the well to
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I believe that by upholding Earth Charter principles, such as
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“respect Earth and life in all its diversity” (Principle 1), “build
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ment of Earth’s rights.
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As United Nations Special Representative to the Secretary Genera on Somalia, and now as Special Advisor to the Horn of
Africa, I do a lot of mediation, especially now on the Sudan
peace process. A peace agreement was signed in January 2005.
But this is the second agreement that was signed, as we had
already signed an earlier agreement in 1972 when I was in Adidas Ababa. It was signed by the North and South leaders of
Sudan, but it only held for eleven years. In 1983, war started
again because we did not address the root causes. And now,
even after we have signed a new peace agreement, there is no
real lobbying and no real interest on the part of the part of the
international community, on the part of the big powers of the
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