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In the face of such urgency and such governmental ineffectiveness and, even, intransigence, what are we to do? Surely, as the
indigenous peoples have taught us, we have an ethical responsibility not to foreclose future access to the beauty and bounty
of Earth. We must reach across generations to acknowledge the
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Note

is viable. By specifically articulating a vision of sustainable
development, it provides a path forward to achieve it. The Earth
Charter is a guide to such a path and an inspiration to action.

1 World Commission on Environment and Development. (1987). Our
Common Future (p. 8). Oxford: Oxford UP. The Commission was chaired
by Gro Harlem Brundtland and is informally known as the Brundtland
Commission.

It is easy to talk about the crises of social injustice and poverty,
of violent conflict, and of environmental disasters that create
such suffering for all forms of life. The world is in agony and, as
we improvidently exceed its carrying capacity, so is Earth. This
book captures the stories of those who are doing something
about these crises. It demonstrates the rich diversity of uses of
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