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unless I identified with the whole of mankind, and that I could
not do unless I took part in politics.”
If the general principles of the Earth Charter are to be achieved
and transferred into action, the action must be religious, spiritual, and political as Gandhi’s was. We will have to apply
Gandhi’s principles of truth and non-violence if the Earth
Charter is to be won for humanity.
In the Earth Charter, we propose a new paradigm for development, a people-led development, a development which is propoor, pro-nature, and pro-woman. Like Gandhi, we must practice what we preach. If Gandhi was concerned about the poorest
of the poor, he adopted a life style reflecting his constituency.
“If I come in my loin cloth,” he said, “it is because I represent
the half-starved, half-naked dumb millions of India.”
And we know from Gandhi, if the voice of the Earth Charter is to
become a living reality, then the starting point of change is with
oneself. If we cannot change ourselves, we cannot change the
world. We need the inner strength to be able to say to ourselves
and to the world, “My life is my message.” If we cannot do this,
the Earth Charter will fail.
Ultimately, Earth’s sustainability is based on deep spiritual and
religious experience. Earth is sacred and spiritual and needs to
be treated as such. In India, we have Vedic hymns dedicated to
Earth, which have been recited and sung over the centuries, for
at least three thousand years or more. The Earth Charter also
needs our dedication and our commitment as the Vedic hymns
do, and I promise it will change the world. We must treat the
Earth as sacred, with respect and compassion, and use it only as
sustainability allows us.
Like the Gita, the Bible, the Quran, or whatever holy book you
may follow, the Earth Charter, too, requires serious consideration, re-reading, re-interpreting, and mediation. It will help us to
reconnect with what our cultures consider sacred and spiritual.
We need to weave the Earth Charter around our own living
traditions, our values, and our concepts of sacredness and spirituality.

•

The Earth Charter in Action

The Way Forward

181

