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neighbouring countries and to also make it become relevant

One highlight of our work in this field, surely, was the seminar

within the structures of local and national decision making.
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we try to enhance the dissemination of the values of sustainable

Another main priority of our work is educating for sustainable

development from the bottom up, starting with the individuals,

living. In 2002, the influential German Catholic Bishops’ Organi-

reaching out to grassroots organisations, and, thus, building the

sation for Development Cooperation dedicated a whole edition

ground for involving more and more people and influencing the

of their teachers’ periodical to the Earth Charter. This coopera-

conduct of our local municipalities and national governments.

tion helped us to make the Earth Charter known and used in
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schools throughout Germany. Due to unfortunate financial constraints, we had to postpone a project of major importance:
With the appropriate resources, we would love to translate the
Earth Charter into a language that is relevant for youth and to
also invite young people to develop ideas and activities to bring
the vision of sustainability to life in their specific contexts.
We are gaining some more support for our educational efforts
through participating in the national round table for the United
Nations Decade for Education for Sustainable Development
where we stress the importance of personal commitments for
achieving a sustainable way of life. The Decade can be seen as
one example of several positive developments. Other heartening trends are the Ten-Year Action Plan for Sustainable Patterns
of Production and Consumption, adopted by the United Nations
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at the World Summit on Sustainable Development, as well as
many inspiring examples where bioregional means of production have been reinforced throughout Germany and other parts
of the world. These developments show that the question of
sustainable ways of living becomes more and more relevant
again, whereas sufficiency approaches to sustainable development were formerly belittled as petty forms of abstinence and
asceticism. While the ÖIEW has been working on these topics
for so many years against all odds, it is heartening to see how
the issue of personal responsibility is gaining new impetus.
In 2006, the ÖIEW will celebrate its thirtieth anniversary. We are
still sorting out the most appropriate form for this celebration,
yet we hope to bring together women and men who helped to
create the Initiative thirty years ago with women and men who
were born in 1976 and who then will be thirty years old. It would
be hopeful if the quest for a holistic and global ethic, a sustainable way of life, and a spirituality of universal responsibility
could thus be passed on through the generations.
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