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become, which is to say a somewhat improved version of oneself. But these codes are shifting structures which are realigned
through experience and the social practices in which we, as
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young people, causing them to jump rapidly from one commitment to another in a process that some writers (Arditi, 2000)
have called nomadic or “intermittent intervention.”
This makes it very difficult to teach values; although we have to
recognize that, at the end of the day, all school programs have
an implicit moral code, manifest or otherwise, which achieves
full expression throughout the entire education establishment 3
and in the set of school rituals and teaching practices. In this

Notes
1 The general courses are intensive, 40 hours in length, and are taken
by teachers between academic cycles. They usually have credit value as
a teacher training course.
2 The science and technology program is responsible for the physics,
chemistry, and biology course materials in the basic education syllabus.
3 This includes the sciences, which claim objectivity.
4 Different didactic techniques have been used to this end, such as
role playing, team teaching, etc.

sense, the Earth Charter is revealed as a timely proposal for the
articulation, in terms of four basic principles, of some of the
major issues of our times. However, methodological and didactic problems persist, especially considering the nature of the
institutional environment in which we operate and the weakening of stable identities.
One proposal that we are looking into with a view to complementing the work done of those whose research into education
in values is to use the dramatic effect of the cinema for the analysis of some of the Earth Charter’s contents. The idea is to make
use of the large number of topics dealing with the four Parts of
the Earth Charter already available in world cinema in order to
intensify the learning experience by provoking strong emotions
when interpreting the message. The debate’s importance lies
neither in convincing nor in negotiating interpretations, but in
giving free rein to subjectivity when exposed to an aesthetic
experience that consists of reconfiguring one’s own experience.4
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respect for each other’s individuality. However, it is apparent

