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Union, I had to deal with a huge project of reversing the flow of
the rivers from North to South. If not stopped, it would have
resulted in a tremendous ecological disaster. I thought this was
a tough school. Yet, I still had Chernobyl to face.… This catastrophe of planetary scale shook the world and showed, in the most
harsh form, that nature does not forgive human mistakes.
The Earth Charter is an unusual document since it reflects a
new, universally-shared level of understanding of the interdependence between humans and nature. It also corresponds to
the stage of globalization at which we find ourselves.
Coming back to the three challenges I mentioned earlier, two
global documents are called to help the human community to
cope with them. The first pillar is the Charter of the United
Nations, which regulates the relations among states and thus
sets the rules for their behavior in order to secure peace and
stability. The second pillar is the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, which regulates the relations between states
and individuals, and guarantees to all citizens a set of rights
which their respective governments should provide. The importance of these two documents cannot be overestimated. But it
has become obvious that another document is missing, one
which would regulate the relations among states, individuals,
and nature by defining the human duties towards the environment.
In my opinion, the Earth Charter should fill this void, acquire
equal status, and become the third pillar supporting the peaceful development of the modern world. The process of its
endorsement has already begun – it is endorsed by a growing
number of local and national governments, the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO),
and many non governmental organizations. However, we
founders and supporters should consider our mission accomplished only when the Earth Charter is universally adopted by
the international community.
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