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1. Values, Principles and Codes of Conduct, Inspirational Statements
There was general comment that this question and question #4 are strongly related. Some
chose to answer separately, but most chose to combine. A number of groups began the
consultation with question #4 and never referred back to #1.
Inspirational statements:
"Everthing that is created is good, and therefore there is hope."
Franciscan Principle
"A future in which economic prosperity social justice and protection of the natural
environment are pursued simultaneously to secure good health, enhance well being for all
people now and for generations to come."
Ontario Learning for Sustainable Partnership
"Nothing can be itself without everything else."
Thomas Berry
" The human and the natural world must go into the future as a sing le sacred community
or we will both perish in the desert."
Thomas Berry
" The dearest freshness deep things."
Gerard Manley Hopkins
"Yes, we know that all creation groans and is in agony even until now."
Romans 8:22
"We as an American Benedictine community of monastic women affirm the Benedictine
values of reverence for all creation and a sense of oneness with the land."
"The future belongs to those who give the next generation reasons to hope."
Pierre Teilhard de Chardin
"If you will think of ourselves as coming out of the earth, rather than being thrown in
here from somewhere else, you will see that we are the earth, we are the consciousness of
the earth. These are the eyes of the earth. And this is the voice of the earth."
Joseph Campbell

"The Canticle of the Sun"
Francis of Assisi
(attached)
"Of All Good Gifts"
American Benedictine Sisters
(attached)
"The Earth Covenant"
Global Education Associates
(attached)
Comments
•

each culture has present and past ways of reverencing and relating to nature that
provide wisdom which is beneficial and inspirational for the healing and
sustaining of our planetary home;
o principle of stewardship, contemplative vision and community;
o principle of interdependence;
o Citizenship education based on democratic and intercultural values.

2. Summary of Principles:
General Comments:
Those who submitted comments on the principles were supportive of the spirit and
content. There was concern that the language be clear, specific and in some cases
stronger than the principle as stated in the summary There needs to be a sensitivity to
local people; all peoples have a right to have input into the decisions..
I. The Goal: A Global Partnership
•
•
•
•

affirmed by all participants
Global partnership between nations, between all human groups, between humans
and the land, between humans and the plant and animal kingdoms;
the development of a common concern and universal responsibility;
concept of concern for future generations;

II. Preamble: The Human Situation
•
•
•
•

affirmed by all participants ;
change armed conflict to militarism;
incorporate understanding that humans are not separate and over the earth;
include the aim of the Earth Charter;

III. World View

•
•
•

affirmed by all participants;
#3 needs to be strengthened and included throughout the Charter;
specific mention of the land, sea and sky needed;

IV. A Common Concern and Universal Responsibility
•
•
•
•

•

affirmed by all participants;
recognition of the interdependence of all life and the responsibility inherent in
this; recognition;
recommend that rain forests be added to list identifying places of fragile eco
systems;
an education component is needed that assists each person to see his/her place in
caring for the universe and in understanding the complexities of the relationships
among ecosystems;
concept of justice - to right relationships.

V. The Rights of People
•
•
•

affirmed by all participants;
need for consciousness raising activities;
#3 include moral or spiritual development.

VI. Sustainable Development
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

include statement from Earth Covenant on the "Relationship between Economic
and Ecological Security";
general affirmation with an emphasis on principles which stress prevention;
add statement emphasizing the importance of maintaining arable land;
environmental education should include population and birth rate issues ;
develop international interdependent relationships so areas that cannot produce
could have populations dependent on another bio-region;
#1 need to ask what constitutes enough for well being?
#6 concern expressed that the interpretation of "quality of life" and the possible
willingness to sacrifice people to the interpretation of that value, as is already
evidenced in the first world's enjoyment of its quality of life at the expense of the
lives of others in the rest of the world.
#8 received the most comment: include specific mention of multinational, global
corporations;
themes related include human rights in keeping with the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights.

VII. Equity and Justice
•
•
•

invite young people to have input at UN sessions;
encourage projects at local level so real needs can be met;
general affirmation for all, but a strong emphasis on #6&7;

•
•
•

#6 : should include the recognition of women's work at home and in the fields as
well all childrearing and caregiving activity;
Nations should not exploit women whenever military is sent into a country;
#7: concern that indigenous people have equal say in the methodology of decision
making.

VIII. Governance and Security
•
•
•
•

•

affirmation for all principles;
#2 specific mention of world debt;
add that states will insure that multinationals be accountable to the principles of
the Charter;
add: "Governments alone cannot secure the environment. As citizens of the
world,we accept responsibility in our personal, occupational and community lives,
to protect the integrity of the earth.(Earth Covenant).
does "state" mean "nation" throughout the principles?

IX. Environmental Protection
•
•
•
•
•

affirmation by all participants;
#7 include positive mention of organic farming;
#12 cited by many as especially significant;
care of the earth requires respect for the natural law which allows all forms of life
to be and to thrive;
a great deal of education needed.

3. New Principles to be Included in the Earth Charter
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

democracy - grassroots have a right to participate in all decision making
processes;
recognition of the oneness of the community of life;
respect for international law with limits on individualism and nationalism;
culture of peace, based on the principles of freedom, justice and democracy,
tolerance and solidarity and respect for all humans rights;
peace and development are inseparable; peace being indispensable to
development as development is to peace;
sustainable development needs to be inclusive: environmental, economic cultural,
political and social;
learning and education are on-going and need tobe attentive to science and its role
in international relationships.

4.Basic Human Attitudes to be Included in the Earth Charter
As was mentioned earlier in this report, all groups spoke to this question, and it is this
questio n that seemed to generate the most interest and concern.

•
•
•
•
•

•
•

•
•
•
•

Language needs to be clear, speak to hearts as well as minds; make bold use of
the words: compassion, honor, respect, humility.
We wish to listen to and learn from the earth; we wish to include the struggle to
understand.
The Charter needs to infuse a sense of hope; to reinforce the four principles of the
Earth Covenant.
The Charter should emphasize the sacredness of all of creation; a reverence for all
life; humility and gratitude.
There should be an emphasis on mystery and awe; joy, passion, and imagination.;
peace as absolutely essential to the health and safety of the earth and its
inhabitants; a recognition of the common good.
The Charter will delight in diversity celebrate goodness, hope in the divine
design, and recognize the ongoing unfolding as the process by which we exist.
We need to include a sense of belonging to the universe, to planet earth, to the
human family, to a civil society presenting interdependent links to the local,
national and global levels.
Reverence seems to be a more appropriate term than respect.
A failure to protect nature is a failure to protect children.
Concern was expressed about the phrase "for all life"; reverence can stand alone.
"Sense of belonging" is an objective, not an attitude

5. Further Observations and Recommendations
What is clearly apparent, both from the responses to the consultations that we have
received and our own experience in conducting consultations is the power of the process
itself.
The strongest recommendations that we cull from the many responses are:
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

continue to invite people to participate;
recommend a similar organizational plan for the Earth Charter as was in place for
the Earth Covenant;
incorporate the principles from the Earth Covenant ( many respondents had
signed this and stated their support for the principles contained in the Earth
Covenant);
keep the language simple, inspirational, able to be understood regardless of
educational level;
recognize that some languages articulate particular dominant cultures which can
and have been used to overwhelm indigenous languages and culture;
review the principles for nuance,(us and nature); and for inclusion of all species
and their rights;
permaculture would promote the eco system concept;
teaching materials need to b e developed to explain the underpinnings of the
principles;
text should establish the interrelationships with ecology and humanity;
importance of attitudinal stance - shift in paradigm.
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This report was prepared by an initial reading of each of the consultations submitted,
followed by careful recording of the responses received. We believe that we have
included the substance of all responses received. We have read, reread and written and
rewritten so as to be faithful to the process.

