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How wonderful it is that
nobody need wait a single
moment before starting to
improve the world.

Anne Frank
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Earth
Charter

This exhibition is a joint initiative of
the Soka Gakkai International (SGI)

and the Earth Charter International.



Interconnection

A profound awareness of our
interconnectedness with each
other, with our fellow.inhabitants
of Earth and the natural world,
runs through every tradition
of human wisdom.
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The same stream of life
that runs through my veins
night and day runs through
the world and dances in
rhythmic measures.

It is the same life that shoots
in joy through the dust of
the earth in numberless
blades of grass and breaks
into tumultuous waves of
leaves and flowers.

Rabindranath Tagore
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Look deep, deep into
nature, and then you
will understand
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everything better.

Albert Einstein
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Interconnection

no word for

ature

Nature’ in English
seems to refer to that which |ss
separate from human beings.

don't
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Plants awaken the aesthetic
feeling within us, soften our
more violent emotions,

inspire us to poetry, and thus
nurture our hearts and minds.

Tsunesaburo Makiguchi
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Whoever plants a tree
and diligently looks after
it until it matures and
bears fruit is rewarded.

Hadith ¥
(sayings of the'Prophet Muhammad)
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A Global Crisis
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What’s Going On?
|

A true ecological approach always becomes a
social approach.. so as to hear both the cry of
the earth and the cry of the poor.

Laudato Si’ by Pope Francis

Human activities have caused a rapid deterioration
in the state of the complex systems that support our existence.
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of mammals, 41% of

amphibians & 33% of of wetlands
reef-forming corals are have been lost
threatened with extinction

In 2018, the world’s
richest 1% owned

45% . :
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Threat to Our Survival

Climate
Emergency

Quantities of greenhouse gases in

the atmosphere have risen to record
levels not seen in three million years.
Temperatures are rising, and important
tipping points, leading to irreversible
changes in major ecosystems and the
planetary climate system, may already
have been reached or passed.
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Transformational climate action
is an opportunity for a societal
renaissance of the proportions
never seen before.. The only option
now is adopting an emergency plan!
Time is not going to be forgiving.
Sandrine Dixson-Decléve
Co-President of the Club of Rome
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The sea, the

it's an chan
You can‘t tra
anymore.
Derrick Pottle
Inuit trapper, Canada
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Limiting global warming to 1.5°C
would require rapid, far-reaching
and unprecedented changes
in all aspects of society.
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Climate Justice
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The climate crisis is already
causing loss and damage for so
many people and while we may

all be in the same storm; we are
definitely not all in the same boat.

E i i nder
Elizabeth Wat } Kenyan env {alist and climate Elizabeth Wathuti, FOL" =
ki RS ot vian RO o2t og Green Generation Initiative, Kenya

One of the greatest injustices of climate change is that those who have
done the least to cause it feel the impacts first and worst through rising
sea levels and extreme weather. It exacerbates societal and systemic
inequalities that already run deep.

what if communities and nature
came before power and greed?

As for the developed
countries, they MUST
take responsibility
and pay for what
they got us into, the
clima e crisis!

USmg‘ U&nd’

Climate justice ‘insists on a shift
from a discourse on greenhouse
gases and melting ice caps into a civil
On land threatened by : &
erosion, Bangladesh rlghts movement with the people and
communities most vulnerable to
climate impacts at its heart!

Mary Robinson, former UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights




The Human Element
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There is a sufficiency l‘

in the world fer man’s
need but not for ma

greed.

Mahatma Gandhi

The global issues we face
are interrelated, and at the
center lies the core cause:

human
selfishness...
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There are all sorts

of revolutions, but

no matter what one
changes, the world

will never get any better
as long as people
themselves remain
selfish and lacking in
compassion.

Daisaku lkeda

Now there is nothing new
about poverty ... What is
new at this point

though, is that we now
have the resources,

we now have the skills,
we now have the
techniques to get

rid of poverty.

Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Sustainable Development Goals
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DECENT WORK AND
ECONOMIC GROWTH

4 mo TN Learn more
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I.eaving No #KindnessMatters
One Behind for the SDGs.

UNESCO MGIEP
The 17 interconnected challenges such as global youth campaign
United Nations poverty, inequality,
Sustainable climate change,
Development Goals environmental
(SDGs) provide a degradation, peace
concrete vision of how and justice by the
we can work together  year 2030. No one
to tackle global should be left behind.
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While this crisis is imperiling

progress towards the

Sustainable Development

Goals, it also makes their

achievement all the more

urgent and necessary. Moving

forward, it is essential that ... :

a truly transformative recovery g“g;“;‘(")‘"‘“
from COVID-19 is pursued. M\  ANTELOPE

Anténia Guterres The color of the endangered

nocturnal Bongo Antelope becomes
darker with age until old males are

UN secretary- General almost black. Adults have horns that

last throughout thelr lives.
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Powerlessness

In the face of
overwhelming
problems and
growing complexity
itis tempting to
feel powerless.
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We all have a choice.
We can allow ourselves to
be paralyzed by despair
over the negative trends
or we can join the many
courageous people of It

g . st :
goodwill who are trying to Wherc(’eod?l";l@llf:ated.
build a better world. too busy... Sl
Steven C. Rockefeller
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What can one person
achieve? | feg| SO small...

What we
Y- | needis a
Start from where change

you are and go
forward one step Of hea rt

at a time.

Buddhist monk, Thailand
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On the deepest

level, it could be said
that the desertification
of the planet reflects
the desertification of the

human
spirit.

The future of life may depend on
the largeness of our embrace.
We can expand our hearts

to care for:

REFLECT

Changing Our Hearts
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‘ ‘ | used to think that the

top global environmental
problems were biodiversity loss,
ecosystem collapse, and climate
change. | thought that with 30
years of good science we could
address these problems, but

| was wrong.

The top environmental problems
are selfishness, greed, and
apathy, and to deal with these
we need a spiritual and cultural
transformation.

James Gustave Speth
Environmental lawyer
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The Earth Charter
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We stand at a critical
momentin Earth’s
history, a time when
humanity must
choose its future.

.. itis imperative that
we, the peoples

of Earth, declare

our responsibility to
one another, to the
greater community
of life, and to future
generations.

The Earth Charter
Preamble
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Conscience Into Action

THE EARTH CHARTER offers The Earth Charter recognizes that

a set of values and principles the goals of ecological protection,

for a just, sustainable and the eradication of poverty,

peaceful future. equitable economic development,

respect for human rights,

The drafting of the Earth Charter democracy and peace are

involved a global process of interdependent and indivisible.

inclusive and participatory

discussion. It was launched

on 29 June, 2000, in The Hague, ‘ ‘The Earth Charter shifts us

the Netherlands. from seeing Earth as

a commodity to Earth as
a community of life.

Mary Evelyn Tucker
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Respect & Ecological
Integrity
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Democracy.
Nonviolence
& Peace




Earth Charter in Action

The Earth Charter
is a powerful tool

for reflection, dialogue and
education.
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Integrate into formal
education and life-
long learning the
knowledge, values,
and skills needed for

a sustainable way of life.

Earth Charter Principle 14
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UMAPAZ, the Open University

of the Environment and Culture

of Peace in Sao Paulo, uses

the Earth Charter as an ethical \

foundation. THEEGUNEIC e,
INITIATIVE uses the Earth Charter
in trainings, theater workshops
and school programs.

GERMANY
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At FLORIDA GULF COAST = F T8 Watch a video
UNIVERSITY, all students . b/ T B about the
take a course using the W : Earth Charter

Earth Charter to introd
sustainability. =
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REFLECT











































